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Charles ii. ^ago 
Armstrongs iiliington and barker 
12 Ste.iien Hopkins ^ourt 
i^ovldenoa, HI 02^KH 

Dear Charlie, 

Thanks for your coiu'idence and offer, both of which I appreciate. 

Btifore a perliaps long explanation of what ^ consider is not irresponsible and 
own early interest in a fona other than non-fiction, a word about that Inside 
Edition business. I*d been told the whole thing would bo Ifihite and me and was indigo 
nant when - was cut off in the midtile of a response after about 10 minutes. Tliey then 
cut wliat they liad to what you saw and then dubbed in, instead of what told the bitch, 
me sitting and listening to aoLie thing her haauband said. I*m surprised ^^t how many 
people look at that stuff. I*ve heard from more than from anything else I*ve done in 
TV in years. 

I*m past 77 now, hot in good liea;th, and while I*m willdLng to be a technical 
advisor o.. your project we don't know what if anyt-iiiig I'll be able to do when you get to 
the point of wanting teclinical advice. So I'll send copies to three profes. ors who may 
be willing to lielp and have good subject-matter knowledge. Dr. Cerald KcKnight, Hood 
College, if’rederick, lid. 21701; Dr. David Wrone, ‘^niv. Wise., Stevens ^"oint, WI 544B1 ; 

Dr. Cerald ^'inocchio, ’Wofford College, Spartanburg, S.C. 2^303* I've heard very little 
from Howard Hoffman in years, •‘^ast i heard he was gene al counsel for Lucas films but 
was tliinklng of a change tliat would perhaps move liim to Los ioigeles. 

Over the years, in my own thinking and when seeki.ig to help others, I've believed 
in two teats, is this reasonable and if so, is it possible. I believe tills can help 
avoid irresponsibility on the subject ma*;ter in which I consider it wrong and bad. 

all my JITC assassination books eire essentially rough drafts corrected to a limited 
degree and except for x’o^t Hortem, written in groat liaste. To me^^t a deadline, and tliis 
is complicated and I won t go into it, I had four weeks to deliver the first book, VOiite- 
wash. I made it. Uhile drooling in tho till the publisher cancelled tlie contract and 
didnjt even return the ma. liad to reconatruc'j: much uf it but I believed in what I*d 
done and I then tried other publishers. I didn t get a single adverse editorial comment 
but nobody would touch it. So, while driving to and from ^^ew York, using a cumbersoi:ie 
reel-to-reel machine I started dictating a novel, in the belief tliat what could say in 
a novel would not be so completely opposed. I 30«^n learned that I ara not a novelist. What 
little I did was terrible. I*m talking about 1‘p65. I tell you this so you'll see that do 
not consider an entertainment format per se wrong or irresponsible and have believed that 
it can permit wliat might not be accepted as non-fiction. 

-^n this fall of 1966, probably about September, I'd finished Whitewash II, which was 
not intended to be a book to begin with, and 1 felt that there was something else 1 should 
say. It was after midnight on a i?Viday night when I w*.nt to bed, w_th this indefinitely 
on my miJid. In a couple of hours ^as wide a..ake, with an idea. I went to the typewriter 
^then one of the pld Underwood uprights so loved by so many rt.-forters of my youth) and Ktrtgd 
started writing, ^o outline, f just started writing. It was the Epilogue in Whitewasi^I. 

/Monday morning, l’*thiiik, after ny wife liad retyped it, I took the book to the printer. In 
retrospect I do not criticize what 1 thon b^^lieved, for tliat time and based on wliat then 
had leiiTiiod or liad occasion to think about. But over the years since then I'd come to believe 
that the cui bono ap iroach ctuinot be used as I then used it. It can bo used now only to 
eliminate who Liay have been involvenl iii the J1?3C ; or for that matter the other) assassination's), 

There were many too many who could have seen benefit to themselves or their beliefs in tliat 
assassination. 

I've corau to believe that of tliose who could have seen benefit from the assassination, 

given what we do know about it, tliose most likely to liave oeen responsible are those wlio 
wanted policy changes. 
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©ne such tsro\xp or force is, by tho v/ay, what ay novel would have dealt with, 

T}ie assassination of any ai.ierican president has the effect of a coup d*etat be- 
cause of our eystom, .diich makes it inevitable. No vice proaident is over a rubber itamp 
of the president, TJiere will be, iiievttably, soi»e policy differences, V/ith JllC become a 
dove and *^ohnson always a hawk, tho^- chaiii^es were certain to follow Jl'K's offing, 4Uid 
they did. I can go into detail on some of this if you’d like and I've done the research 
to back it up. also a number of soot analyses af te ’ Johnson wai president.They've stacked, 

Tliere are some things that we know that can eliminate some people or forces, ])arti- 
cularly involving Oswald. I tliink my published work alone leave it beyond reasonable 
question, wliether or not he fired a shot ^and I still do not buj.ieve lie did) the crii:ie 
was beyond the capability of any one man. It thus is a conspiracy. It follows that whether 
or not he waj a patsy, the conspiracy was by those who liad full icnowledge of his past 
and present, 

‘’“Ilia does not mean tliat the 01<i or the FBI, wliicli had this knowledge, did the job 
and -»• do nqt believe that either did. . erhaps self-starters in tlie ula, but not the insti- 
tution. 

I think that ^uba and tlie can be eliminated because it is certain tliat neither 

preferred LBJ to JIjTC. nuito the 0 PiX)^»ite, You may not know it, but JiY taid KliruschjJe deve- 
loped quite a lengthy correspondence still ke^^t secret by both aides after the Cuba 
^dssle crisis, and whether or not you know it, the solution to that crisis was JlTC's 
guaranteeing Castro agaiiist any invasion, a protection nobody else in the world could 
give him. 4wgain, I din add more. 

But I'm trying to show how cui bono can still be used in pLjining a screenplay, 
and not misleoding tho people. 

Becauas it seems apparent that bringing about changes in national policy from those ^ 
Jl'K developed - and tliey were different when he was killed than when he took of fioe 
is necessary, to avoid irresponsibility, not to be captive to the accepted cliches of the 
cold war. 

I’m rushing to get tliis on paper becau^ie I want to take a nap Vi'm t^d and I wont 
to take tho Urioles-Hod Sox game in toniid'it and we have company beforo then; so t hope 
I’m clear, ff not, please ask for clarification. 

I'm also trying to address wliat you refer to as poverty or richep the overload of 
thousands of pages of tesearch. i.-'erhapi) this can help you eli&Kte some, I’liat should moke 
handling what remains easier. Aid I don’t care whether or not, to use your words, you in- 
corporate my views in what you write. If you want to, CK. If not (K, too. 

I’m not tryinlf to ixifluenco wliat you write, only to guide you. \lhen you get to 
toome firmer beliefs about what you will be saying, i:)erhapa' I cmi help you with some docu- 
ments, fou may find one or two in the new material added to •^otograpliic Whitewash when 
I reprinted it, perhaps some in the ap.jendix to ^"ost Morten. In this connection, I do have 
all but one of the Warren Commission s executive session* transcripts and J laiow with 
certainty what is in tliat one tliat is witliheld. It was witliheld to protect our first^.un- 
elected i^resident, Jerry Ford, who^was vijjioualy racist ±h it, trying to get Norman ^dlich 
fired. The c^aim was to protec’^*^R^%*ovacy. i^ulll They gave me what violated it^villy. 

kii an example of wliat 1 mean, ulthou^ it may not figure in your thinking, tiiere is 
the official mythology tliat and Bobby were beliind tlie Cla’s childish plot to got the 
mafia to ar^’orits'e for uastro’s assassination. I liavtj the internal WlA. record tliat shows tliis 
was not ~he case, ^niy six ixjople knew of it and they ..ere all liigh CI.w officials, la this 
r>igard, and again - don t know if it could interest you, Bam ^’k>mo ^ancana, who was one 
of those used by the Cla, tlu’ough lioward^/Zu^ies’ ho ncho Bpb i-iahe u. believed tliat liis girl 
friend, Phyllis licGuire, was la ting Dein >lartin of the Rowan and Martin team. So, 

he said look, I'm lielping you, how about you helping me. So tlie CIA got an amateurish wire- 
tapped and bugtjer to bug I^artin's room, ^ have the FJI’d records on tliis and it can be 
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made into a very laufihable bit. got off, Qf courao, when he said he would not go 
down alone. But it gave the FBI a hold on ljhe 'Jla tJiat iii time it used wj.th LBJ.tod 
I have the FBI's highest^^^ES^evel record of thatottV it 

itgaih, I*m not asking you where you want to go, but if what have on Yri Nosenko, 
the defedted xUB, in tlie last few page jof text in Foat Mortem is of interest, 1 liave much 
more. «vll tliat has been disclosed, I think. Tliis includes how the CK talked tlie Coiiimission 
out of taking secret testimony from liim. (iiided and abetted by The ^nelected in one of 
the last executive session t:'anscripts^ I He actually intimidated the otherd into 

not deciding for itself whutlier what^fee a^d was of use or value to it in its work.) 

The ulii'a explanation to the House assassin^ committee is as phony as arc3 all its 
earlier concoctions, of vdiich I remember about tliree or four. I believe tliat this 
testii..ony, which was televsied from coast to coast, was edited by the Cla before it was 
published. - have the published testimony and I gave Wrone the tai^es I made as aired. 

kdien you have a better idea of .diat y.^u wont to do ask if Jiave any real records 
that con be of use to you. What a tiling it \/ould be if you could used iJilkL records in a 
screenplay or a p.ay for a theater! 

<iS you think about Oswald, do you remember what ^ have in Oswald ^n ^ewOr leans 
about the former *iarine friend who called in when I w..s on the Joe Uolan show in 
Oakland? I*Ve been aole to prove what he told me about Oswald's security clearances and 
• his personal interests. But the Navy claims to have not a single relevant record. I got 
the proof from other records. The '-'ommission used dumdums and other dopes to paint the 
portrait of Oswald that /hoover had sketthed out for then and ignored wliat tliey coiad not 
avoid din the testimony of those not dopey. i^Epoteiii is totally undependable and ^ulte 
wrong on Uswald, if you are interested. Epsteiir|aa&^n the right extreme and he was 
coopetd by iimgleton, resulting iu the reorganization of hia book, even the new title, 
LiOgend.dpstein' B records, by the way, are at Boston College, but ^ was not able to get 
access and ruportedly they are entirely disorganized.) 







